
 

 

 
The University of Texas School of Law 

 

Continuing Legal Education  •  512-475-6700  •  www.utcle.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented: 

16th Annual Conference on State and Federal Appeals 

 

June 1-2, 2006 

Austin, TX 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology Tools and Resources for  

Appellate Advocates 
 

 

 

Eric J. Magnuson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Author contact information: 

 Eric J. Magnuson 

 Rider Bennett, LLP 

 Minneapolis, MN 

 

 emagnuson@riderlaw.com 

 612-340-7928   

  

 

 

 

 



 

1 

 

Technology Tools and Resources for Appellate Advocates 

This page and all referenced links are available on the Rider Bennett website: 

http://www.riderlaw.com/tech_appeals5.cfm  

I. WHAT IS AVAILABLE TODAY, AND UNAVOIDABLE IN THE FUTURE 

A. Review of Pacer sites  

1. District Courts 

2. Courts of Appeals  

B. Electronic Filing - Generally 

1. About Case Management / Electronic Case Files (CM/ECF)  

2. Electronic Case Filing in Federal Courts Reaches Milestone  

3. Judicial Survey: Electronic Filing in U.S. State Trial Courts  

C. Electronic Filing Requirements For Courts in the Fifth Circuit  

D. Appellate Courts and Electronic Filing  

1. Conference on the Implementation of CM/ECF in the Eighth Circuit  

2. CM/ECF on Appeal – The Eight Circuit Moves Forward  

3. Trends in Appellate Court Technology  

4. R. Hanson, American State Appellate Court Technology Diffusion, 7 

Journal of Appellate Practice and Process 259 (Fall 2005) 

E. Other sources of E-filing information 

1. E – Filing Report Web site & Sample issue 

2. National Center for State Courts:  

 a. E-Courts seminar in December 2006  

 b. National Court Technology Conference, September 2005 &  

 Conference materials  

3. National Conference of Appellate Court Clerks  

 a. Conference of Appellate Technology Officials    
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F. Issues with E-Filing 

1. H. Bashman, Redact This: Preserving Secrets on Appeal in the Digital 

Age, Law.com (January 30, 2006)  

 

II.  PDF TECHNOLOGY 

A. What is a PDF?  

1.  All about Adobe PDF  

2.  File Formats for Electronic Document Review  

B. A picture vs. 1,000 words  

C. How do you make PDF’s?  

1. The Sum of the PDF Parts  

2. How to use Adobe Acrobat (note: version 5.0)  

3. Acrobat Reader v. Acrobat Standard v. Acrobat Professional  

D. Adobe Acrobat for the Legal Industry  

E. E-Brief – The State of the Art  

 

III.  TECHNOLOGY AND RESEARCH 

A. Judges and the Internet 

1. Barger, C. 

a. The Great Disappearing Act: Preserving URLS in Judicial 

Opinions, Panel Presentation to AALL Annual Meeting and 

Conference, San Antonio, Texas (July 18, 2005)  

b. The Perils of Relying on Internet Sources in Appellate Briefs and 

Opinions, Fifth Annual Eighth Circuit Appellate Practice Institute, 

St. Louis, MO (September 2004)  

c. On The Internet, Nobody Knows You're A Judge: Appellate Courts 

Use Of Internet Materials, 4 Journal of Appellate Practice and 

Process 417 (Fall 2002) 
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d. New Yorker Cartoon  

2. D. Ziemer, Attorneys Must Relitigate Cases for Free, Wisconsin Law 

Journal (December 10, 2003)  

3. Hon. R. Gottsfield, To Google or Not to Google, Arizona Attorney 

(December 2005)  

4. D. Tennant & L. Seal, Judicial Ethics and the Internet: May Judges 

Search the Internet in Evaluating and Deciding a Case? 16 No. 2 The 

Professional Lawyer 2 (2005)  

B. Internet Toolboxes  

1. 8
th

 Circuit Bar  

2. LexisOne Legal Web Site Directory  

3. LLRX Court Rules, Forms, and Dockets  

C. Blogs 

1. How Appealing  

2. Appellate Law & Practice  

3. On Appeal  

4. D. Ausburn, Blawg Review: A Roundup by State and Circuit, Certworthy 

(Winter 2005)  

D. Research tools – big and small 

1. West km™   

2. Google Desktop Search  

3. X1/Yahoo Desktop Search (beta)  

4. dtSearch  

5. Lookout  
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BACKGROUND, EDUCATION AND PRACTICE 

 

Eric Magnuson is a partner in the Minneapolis firm of Rider Bennett, LLP, where 

he heads the firms Appellate Practice Group.  Eric is a graduate of William 

Mitchell College of Law, St. Paul, Minnesota (1976; Outstanding Alumnus award 

in 2000) and following law school, clerked for the Hon. Robert J. Sheran, Chief 

Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court.  He has handled over 450 appeals in the state 

and federal courts, and is admitted in Minnesota, Wisconsin, the Sixth, Seventh, 

Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth Federal Circuit Courts of Appeals, and the United States 

Supreme Court. 

 

Eric is a Fellow and Past President of the American Academy of Appellate 

Lawyers, founding President of the Eighth Circuit Bar Association, and has held a 

number of significant positions in the American Bar Association, including Co-

Chair of the Appellate Practice Committee of the Section of Litigation, and Co-

Chair of the Appellate Advocacy Committee of the Tort and Insurance Practice 

Section.  He was again selected by his peers to the 2006 edition of The Best 

Lawyers in America, and has repeatedly been a top vote getter among appellate 

law attorneys in Minnesota Law & Politics' "Super Lawyer" poll.  

 

Eric is co-editor and contributing author of the Eighth Circuit Appellate Practice 

Manual (Minnesota CLE 2d ed. 2003), co-editor of Matthew Bender's, "The Art of 

Advocacy: Appeals" and co-author of the leading treatise on Minnesota appellate 

law, “Minnesota Practice: Appellate Rules Annot.” (West 2006).  He has written 

and lectured on appellate topics nationally, and has served as an Associate 

Professor of Law at William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota, and 

the University of St. Thomas School of Law in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He also 

serves as Chair of the Minnesota Commission on Judicial Selection.  

 

 




